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many endeavors are being carried on
by consecrated physicians, nurses, and
others in ministry to those in need.
The available statistical record is
as follows: [See table, page 123.]
In reviewing medical and health
work in general, mention should be
made of the important role that is
played by health magazines, leaflets,
books, and booklets prepared by the
various publishing houses and given
wide circulation. We know of five
English and eighteen foreign monthly
health magazines that are now being
printed, and there may be others.
We regret not being able to give accurate figures regarding circulation.
The present monthly circulation of the
two health journals in North America
is about 170,000. We may well be
proud of the high quality of our denominational health literature. It is
our feeling, however, that its value in
augmenting health education and
promoting various phases of denominational interest has not been fully
utilized.
No effort is made to here enumerate

all the interests and activities of the
departmental work, such as collaboration with the Mission Board respecting medical workers and the health
status of all appointees, co-operation
with other departments of the General
Conference in various activities, with
the editors of our health journals,
helping with problems that pertain to
overseas medical work, etc. We are
confident that there is much more to
be done than we have known how to
undertake. We earnestly solicit your
counsel on how the department can
best serve the needs of the field. The
co-operation and prayers of all our
leaders and workers are needed in
making this branch of the message all
that it is designed to be under God for
the finishing of His work on the earth
and for preparing a people to be ready
for the kingdom of heaven.
We are counseled:
"He who cherishes the light which
God has given him upon health reform,
has an important aid in the -work of
becoming sanctified through the truth,
and fitted for immortality."

The Negro Department
By F. L. PETERSON, Secretary
REVIOUS to the creating of the
North American Negro Department by the General Conference in
1909, an aggressive work was carried
on by the denomination in the field of
evangelization and education for the
colored people.
Faith, courage, and intelligent optimism in the face of almost insurmountable barriers urged the pioneers
of this work forward, until today as
we note the achievements of the Seventh-day Adventist Church for the
colored race, we say with the psalmist:
"The Lord hath done great things for
us; whereof we are glad." Ps. 126:3.
This department occupies a very
distinct place in the program of the
church, and renders both measurable
and immeasurable service. There are
still millions from among the colored
people who are yet to be warned of
the coming of the Lord and of the
preparation that must be made in
order to meet Him.
During the five years that have
passed since the last General Conference session, this department has experienced many difficulties, but God
has blessed us with such exceptional
opportunities for service that today we
find our hearts united with the leadership of this movement for the finishing
of the work of God in all the world,
and we bring you a message of hope
and courage.
When the apostle Paul stood on the
flinty platform of Mars' Hill and delivered his challenging appeal to the
Areopagites, an epoch was turned in
the history of Greece. Among the
startling propositions of the sermon
that caused the change of attitude of
Dionysius and Damaris was the statement, "God that made the world and
all things therein, seeing that He is
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Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not
in temples made with hands; . . .
and hath made of one blood all nations
of men for to dwell on all the face of
the earth, and hath determined the
times before appointed, and the bounds
of their habitation." Acts 17:24-26.
The grand old story of salvation is
still being preached, and many thousands out of every nation, kindred,
tongue, and people are being changed
until today the prophecy of Zephaniah
is being fulfilled: "From beyond the
rivers of Ethiopia My suppliants,
even the daughter of My dispersed,
shall bring Mine offering." Zeph. 3:10.
The presence of the Negro upon
American soil is the
result of the cupidity of
commerce. His coming
was against his will.
Since the landing of
that little Dutch trading vessel in 1619 at
Jamestown, Virginia,
with its small cargo of
African slaves, the descendants of these
bondsmen have become

free American citizens. They have
contributed much to American progress and have helped to lay the
material foundations of our civilization. Their labor, their songs, and
their record of patriotism are evidences of their loyalty and their selfsacrificing spirit.
.
movement,
The leaders of the advent
early in the history of its organization, recognized the Negro as an integral element in American life.
About the year 1890 definite steps were
taken to carry the third angel's message to this people. It is interesting
to note that seven years previous to
this, or in 1883, a colored church had
been organized at Edgefield Junction,
Tennessee, which had been raised up
by a colored brother who had received
the truth through reading the Signs.
Our present church work in Nashville,
Tennessee, is the outgrowth of this
first church organization.
Since that time evangelistic meetings have been held in almost all the
large cities of North America. The
colporteur, true to his task, has scattered our truth-filled books and papers
in both rural and urban centers, and
we are happy to report at this Conference that we had 236 churches, with a
combined membership of 14,537, at the
close of 1940.
Our colored believers are loyal to
this movement, and out of their
poverty they have given during the
last live years with impressive liberality. From the year 1936 to December
31, 1940, the total tithe receipts were
$1,112,189.52. During the same fiveyear period there was sent on to foreign missions $703,347.40. The grand
total in tithes and mission offerings
was $1,815,536.92. The colored believers have also contributed many
thousands of dollars for their own
local church needs and home missionary enterprises.
In this department we have fifty
ordained ministers, fifteen licentiates,
five Bible workers, five assistant field
missionary secretaries, one union
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How much shall I tell my child? And at what
age? And how shall I do it? All parents face
these questions—nearly all do so with admitted
confusion of thought and some measure of embarrassment. The idea that ignorance is essential to innocence has been pretty well exploded
by physicians, social workers, and juvenile court
officers, all of whom testify that much of the
heartache and heartbreak of life is due to the
fact that ignorance as a safeguard has proved a
disastrous failure.
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No one who stops to think will fail to see that
this instruction through parents—or through such
books as parents might put in the hands of their
children—is infinitely better than the usual unclean knowledge learned from street acquaintances or picked up from unscrupulous purveyors
of vulgarities. If you are concerned that your
child learn from pure sources, read this new book,
and you will be prepared to impart information
exactly in proportion to his needs and in beautiful, chaste language he can easily understand.
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home missionary and educational secretary, eight interns, one, hundred
church school and academy teachers,
and a small army of colporteur evangelists.
There are approximately 12,000,000
Negroes in North America. The last
available figures of the census reveal
the astounding fact that more than
six million of them are without church
membership. Although our race is reputed to be a religious group, for more
than a generation there has been a
drift away from religion. Here at the
home base the Adventist Church
should view this situation with serious
concern and do all that is within her
power to win these people for Christ.
Since we last met in General Conference session three of our workers have
been laid to rest—A. J. Evelyn, A.
Gaynes Thompson, and H. E. Ford.
Christian Education

The Christian school has become a
virile, positive force in this denomination. What Christian education has
meant to our colored boys and girls,
and the overwhelming importance of
the church school in Negro education,
cannot be adequately described within
the limits of this report. It is the aim
and purpose of the working force in
this department to follow the blueprint in education that has been given
to this people by the messenger of God.
We believe that "our children should
(Continued on page 128)
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SPIRIT OF PROPHECY READING
PROGRAM
ASSIGNMENTS FOR TWENTY-THIRD
WEEK
June 1-7
Volume : "Patriarchs and Prophets"
"The Literal Week"
"The Tower of Babel"
"The Call of Abraham"
111-113
June 1
June 5 .. 125-126
June 2 .. 114-116
June 6 .. 126-128
June 3 . . 117-119
June 7 .. 129-131
June 4 .. 119-124
ASSIGNMENTS FOR TWENTY-FOURTH
WEEK
June 8-14
Volume : "Patriarchs and Prophets"
"Abraham in Canaan"
"The Test of Faith" (1st 6 pages)
June 8 .. 132-134
June 12 .. 142-144
June 9 .. 134-136
June 13 .. 145-147
June 10 .. 136-139
June 14 .. 147-152
June 11 .. 139-142
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June 15-21
Volume : "Patriarchs and Prophets"
"The Test of Faith"—Concluded
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June 16 .. 156-159
June 20 .. 171-173
June 17 .. 159-162
June 21 .. 173-176
June 18 .. 162-167
ASSIGNMENTS FOR TWENTY-SIXTH
WEEK
June 22-28
Volume : "Patriarchs and Prophets"
"Jacob and Esau"
"Jacob's Flight and Exile"
"The Night of Wrestling" (1st 5
pages)
June 22 .. 177-179
June 26 .. 190-193
June 23 .. 180-182
June 27 .. 193-196
'June 24 .. 183-187
June 28 .. 196-201
June 25 .. 187-190
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CHRISTIAN
HOME CALENDAR
A

BEAUTIFUL decoration for any home,
and especially useful to Seventh-day Ad' ventists because of the denominational
information it contains, this attractive wall
calendar is purchased by thousands of our
people every year. Your Book and Bible
House will send you your copy of the Christian Home Calendar for 1942 as a token of
our appreciation of your efforts if you will
send ten letters to relatives and friends
according to the plan described on this
page.

the
Hirt Is

PLAN/

SEND for a free kit of writing materials—

new and beautiful Christian Home Calendar

sheet of instructions, sample letter, letterheads,

will be sent free as soon as it is available.

envelopes, etc. (There is no charge for these
supplies.) Then write ten letters to relatives
and friends asking them for LIFE AND HEALTH
subscriptions at the

Think for a moment of the names of ten
relatives or friends not of our faith. To overcome
the prejudice and indifference that seems to
make useless every effort to win them to Christ,

REGULAR PRICE OF $1

follow the divine instruction. Give them our

To every individual who •follows this plan of

as an entering wedge and powerful as a strong

sending ten letters asking for LIFE AND

right arm, the message in LIFE AND HEALTH

HEALTH subscriptions at $1, and will report

will break down prejudice and provide an opening

this work on the blank provided, a copy of the

for other truths to find entrance to the heart.

health message in its most attractive form. Keen

Start this soul-winning effort NOW by ordering your free kit of supplies from your
church missionary secretary or your BOOK and BIBLE HOUSE

THREE NEW Pocket Companion
BOOKS

Carry them in the pocket—

For inspirational reading
To give to the unconverted
THE COMPLETE
POCKET COMPANION
SERIES
Blessed Be Drudgery
Bricks for Sale
Cup of Cold Water, A
Down Lilac Lanes
Homespun
Learn of Me
Prayer for the Sick
Quiet Thoughts
Steps to Christ
Straightening Out Mrs.
Perkins
Sufferings of Christ
Supremacy of Love
Testimony of the Flowers
Under the Juniper Tree
Victory in Christ
What Is a 'Gentleman?
Wonderful Father

have been added to the

POCKET COMPANION SERIES

BRICKS FOR SALE
By JOSEPHINE CUNNINGTON EDWARDS
In response to urgent request, the articles which appeared in the REVIEW AND HERALD under
the title "Bricks for Sale" are being republished as a number of the Pocket Companion Series.
This will make another number of that popular series that will be much appreciated because
it teaches, in story form, the doctrines of our faith.

HOMESPUN

By CAROLINE EELLS KEELER

Here is another of those inspiring little books from the author of "Down Lilac Lanes." Its
underlying purpose is to awaken appreciation of the common things of life and their bearing
upon spiritual truth, and thus lead to true devoton to God. A new number in the Pocket
Companion Series.

JESUS

By C. T. EVERSON

A new Pocket Companion Series book, exceptionally well written, and particularly suitable
for wide distribution among businessmen and others who might not accept a more doctrinal
treatise. Pass it out to the unconverted.

PRICE, 10 CENTS EACH
Any 10 in a box for $1
Prices higher in Canada
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Order of your
Published by Review and Herald Publishing Association,
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A New Crisis Series Book
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FIGHT for FREEDOM
96 PAGES

In the struggle to hold down the present
tides of intolerance, much effective work
Three-Color Cover
can be done through the distribution of
our literature.. The tide of prejudice has
been thrown back more than once by the
narrowest margin. This new book is a
stirring summons to action, and should be placed in the hands of ministers, lawyers,
judges, editors, teachers, civil leaders, and all others who are interested in preserving the
American principle of religious liberty. Order a supply now at wholesale prices.

Price, 25 cents
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The Negro Department
(Continued from page 125)
be removed from the evil influences of
the public school, and placed where
thoroughly converted teachers may
educate them in the Holy Scriptures."
—"Counsels to Teachers," p. 204.
There are 100 teachers now engaged
in giving Christian instruction to our
church-school children, who are attending the 66 church schools that are
being conducted.
Oakwood Junior College, our advanced training school, is doing an excellent work for our young people.
There is a strong faculty of fifteen
members. Each year the school is
being improved, and a large number of
students can now be accommodated
there. During the last three years, approximately $45,000 has been spent in
the erection of new buildings and the
purchasing of additional equipment.
In the last five years 153 young people have been graduated from the
junior-college courses, and 73 from
the academy. Some of these are now
engaged in conference work. Thirtyeight of our 77 workers now in conference employ are graduates of Oakwood. The school enjoys the best
financial standing it has experienced
in many years. There is, however, a
great need for enriching the courses
of study that are offered, so that a
larger number of our youth will be
attracted to the school and so that they
may receive a full college training.

Literature Ministry
We have a small army of colporteurs who have set themselves to the
task of taking our truth-filled literature to the homes of the people. Many
thousands of copies of our large and
small books and magazines are being
sold by these literature ministers. The
Message Magazine is filling a longfelt
need in our work. It has grown from
a quarterly magazine to ten issues a
year. More than thirty thousand of
the November-December issue for
1940 were sold. Our books and magazines are finding their way into the
best homes of our people. There is a
determined effort on the part of our
workers to increase the circulation of
the Message Magazine, and of our other
magazines and books as well. It was
the message that was published in the
Signs that had to do with the organizing of our first colored church in 1883,
and who knows but it might be
through the interpretation of the signs
through the pages of the Message
Magazine that a larger number of our
colored people will yet come into this
truth.
In 1940 the Harvest Ingathering
number of the Message Magazine
proved a great blessing to our colored
believers in their solicitation of funds
for our foreign mission work, and we
believe that the Ingathering number
this year will be just as effective.

Medical Missionary Work
The Riverside Sanitarium and Hospital has gained for itself a good repu-

tation among the colored people as
a mecca of health. More than one
thousand patients have been treated at
the sanitarium during the last five
years.
A small clinic is now being operated
by the sanitarium, and this is proving
a blessing to the people who live in
the vicinity of the institution. Riverside is a struggling institution, and its
needs are many.
We are very grateful to our sanitarium training schools for the work
that is being done by them in educating some of our young women for
nursing service. The Hubbard Hospital of Meharry Medical College in
Nashville, Tennessee, has also permitted some of our young women to
enter their training school for nurses.
Sabbath privileges have been granted
our girls, and a special diet has been
planned for them. Although this arrangement is not the most ideal, we
are thankful for what this institution
is doing for us. We hope that the time
is not far distant when we shall be
prepared to conduct a nurses' training
school at Riverside.
A large number of our churches are

conducting home-nursing classes for
the benefit of our church members.
The one great outstanding need of
this department is a nurses' training
school in connection with the Riverside Sanitarium, where our young people may receive a medical missionary
training.
The General Conference has been
very generous in making contributions
toward the advancement of the North
American Negro Department. Today
we wish to express our gratitude and
to pledge our loyalty to this cause
and our support of it both by giving
liberally of our means and by living
godly lives.
We realize that today this denomination has come face to face with a
great world tragedy, .but we are determined to unite our efforts with those
of our leaders in the finishing of the
work of God in all the world. Though
there is a strengthening conviction
that much more needs to be done to
advance the work among this people,
we close this report with full appreciation in our hearts for the growth and
development of this department during the last five years.

Partial Report of the Nominating Committee
The following partial report of the Nominating Committee was voted
at the seventh meeting, 3:30 P. M., Friday, May 30, 1941.
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